ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
Friday, January 20, 2006

1. What needs to be done in regards to High School Reform given the profile of districts like your own?
· Some modification in highly qualified
· Concern at limitations caused by staffing

· Presenting executive summary points to legislators while endorsing the essence of High School Reform.

· Be deliberate in its progress.
· Implement in the right way

· Continue to check progress & options

· Need to have remediation in place

2. What issues and concerns related to High School Reform do you have?
· Planning for at least one year
· Hughes has sample schedules

· Decision for Career Tech decision in the 8th grade.

· Impact on staff – schedules (8 hr. day); irrelevant because of financial crisis (districts try to survive with little ability to improve)
· The same ones that emerged from MASA Region input.

· More on-line support needed
· Funding – are the mandates going to be funded?
· Need to have remediation in place

· Shortage of necessary qualified instructors

· Does mathematics curriculum need to be altered and/or reversed

· What are we really trying to achieve

· Defining what we really want. Kids are fundamentally lazy but will rise to the expectations

· Need to remember that schools today are completely different from what they were when the decision makers were in school.

3. What ways can MASA and your region be of support with this effort?

· Need to plan for “support” programs.
· It is in our laps now, to influence legislators.

· We need to figure out how to change the societal culture (community) and the institutional culture (schools)

· Online support

· Continue to ask for our input

· Share information

· Major concerted public relations campaign to get the work out.

4. Do you have a resource (book, person, etc.) to help you with this subject? What and/or Who?
· Billy Hawkins – All Students Can Succeed
Facilitator:
Clark Volz



Recorders:
Clark Volz, Bob Kjolhede
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