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To William Mayes, Dan Pappas, MASA staff, my brother Paul Dawning and his wife Vallary and to my colleagues, it has been my honor to represent you and the great state of Michigan during 2006. My time as SOY has been a memorable one characterized by the uniqueness of my district and the openness of this state.  It began with a surprise visit from William Mayes.  I was the first SOY he surprised and surprise me he did!  My very efficient neighboring school district was the first to congratulate me with a 4x6 foot sign in the center of downtown St. Joseph.  My colleague and friend Carole Schmidt greeted me with a mile-wide smile.  During the course of the year many wonderful first for me occurred.  William and Dan Papas became my collaborators in making changes to the SOY program.  I authored my first published article in MILeader, accepted a $5,000 scholarship for students in the district from GLP & Associates, Inc.  I represented all of you at AASA conference in San Diego where we were treated well and celebrated.  I wish that you could have been with me as Aramark made us the toast of the town.  My contemporary, Manuel Rivera was announced as National SOY from Rochester.  He has now become the chief for Boston Public Schools.  In October, Aramark again hosted us for a long weekend of intellectual engagement that has resulted in a white paper on Leadership and learning that will be distributed at the AASA meeting New Orleans

When thinking about this time I knew I would have the opportunity to briefly address you I knew I wanted you to fill the electricity I experienced this past year when a Donnie McClurke song that was playing move from the background to forefront of my consciousness and I realized that I had found my inspiration to share with you.  Each day you battle the forces of our discipline using all of your intellect and significant portions of your hearts to create the best that you can for your staff and your students.  The lyrics of the song say when you have done all that you can do and no one understands, when it is the best that you can: just stand- Just stand! The creator of the universe intervenes to score the touch down in the hearts and minds of children that potentially are unbeknownst to you.  

We are shapers of the future and touch eternity through our work.  Thinking of the intergenerational stories that have been handed down to you from your ancestors. The world is changing rapidly around us the price of a computer shall fall to $75.00, 25% of students courses will be delivered online, by 2012 the body of knowledge known to mankind is projected to double annually and the jobs your kindergartners will hold have not yet been created, according to futurist Ed Barlow.  Yes, you are shapers of eternity because your professional development, curriculum decisions and resource prioritization and allocation decisions will mold and determine who and how effectively children who are being transformed into adults and who they will become.  Poor children wealthy children, white children and children of color who are becoming the majority are all impacted by your choices. How well are they being prepare?  What are their dreams?  Have you done the best that you can?  So just stand!!  You are the shapers of eternity- Just stand!  

The baton is passing from 2006 to 2007 SOY for Michigan, Robert Olson. May he be able to know that he has done all that he and if no one understands then he can just stand! Thank you for allowing me to represent you and congratulations to Rob. 
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