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1. But what if I don’t want to go to college?  How do we answer that question?

2. How do we make it honorable to say I don’t want to go to college?

3. Seven kinds of smart kids and what they might do in life: artistic, athletic, make-it-build-fix-it, numbers, outdoors, social, words

4. The wrong questions: Should I go to college?  What college should I go to?

5. The right questions: What are my strengths, talents, abilities, aptitudes, assets? What do I want to be?  What do I want to do?  Where do I want to go in life?  And then -- Do I need college to get there?
6. Four propositions

-In the foreseeable future there are good jobs that don’t require a college degree

-There’s too much push in society and in school to push all kids into college

-Too many college kids don’t know why they’re there or where they’re going
-It’s wrong to tell high school students that all good jobs require a college degree

7. Three considerations
-If high school were more useful fewer would have to go on to college

-Too many kids use college as a very expensive form of career exploration

-Could schools become proud of the number who don’t have to go to college
8.  Some of the most successful people in America don’t have college degrees.  Bill Gates (Microfsoft), Michael Dell (Dell Computers), Larry King (TV host), Peter Jennings (TV anchor), Dave Thomas (Wendy’s Restaurants, quoted in the Detroit Free Press, Sept. 13, 1993:  “We have 4000 restaurants today, but if I had gotten my high school diploma, we might have 8000.”)
9. New slogan for 21st century workers:  Have skills – Will Travel
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10. What exactly are the best jobs/careers without a college degree?

All the entrepreneurships

All the trades

Sales and sales reps

Hospitality and tourism

Manufacturing

Armed services

State and federal civil service

Radio and television

Bottom rung learning

11.  So what and how do we tell kids and parents?

Say it out loud: You don’t need a college degree for to have some great careers.  Don’t go to college go to work.
Talk about local and national successful people without college degrees.
Create pictorial displays of local and national successful people without college degrees.
Confront the bias that college bound kids are better than non-college bound kids.

Invite in community speakers who do not have college degrees.

Give them an array of alternatives: jobs right out of high school, military service, gap year.

Tell them you can always go to college later if you want to.

Do a job fair.

Do programs similar to the program being done here today

Revamp the counseling office.

Show them some helpful books

Real World Careers: Why College Is NOT the Only Path to Becoming Rich, by Betsy Cummings, Warner Business Books, New York, 2007

300 Best Jobs Without a Four-Year Degree, by Michael Farr, JIST Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis, IN, 2003 (phone 800/648-JIST)
Success Without College by Linda Lee, New York: Boradway Boods, 2000 (paperback)
