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Part I
Data and Opinions Regarding a War Against Boys in Our Schools
Boys in K-12 Education are over-represented in each of these categories:

Dyslexia

Reading Recovery
Repeating Grades

Learning Disabilities

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Emotional Impairments
Autism

Special Education

Suspensions – Expulsions -- Dropouts

Juvenile Justice -- Jail -- Prison

Suicide

Part II
Conversation Groups:  In groups of 3 or 4 please discuss the following questions:  

1)  Is there evidence for or against these data and opinions in your school 
     district?  

2) How could you go about gathering evidence for or against these data        and opinions in your school district?  
Part III
Conversation Groups:  In groups of 3 or 4 please discuss the following questions:  

1) Should we attempt to raise awareness of these claims among teachers, administrators, board members, parents, students in our schools?
2) If yes, how could you go about raising awareness?

3) Should changes be made in the structure of schools to better accommodate the way boys and girls succeed?
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1985 J. Wilson and R. Herrnstein, Crime and Human Nature, Simon and Schuster

There are four characteristics of those who commit violent crime in America: young, male, of low intelligence, of good physique.  Low intelligence is defined as low reading and verbal skills.
1994 Detroit Free Press, Boys As Well As Girls Suffer in the Classroom

In 1991-1992 in grades 1 through 8 219,000 teachers are male and 1,234,000 are female – boys comprise 71% of the learning disabilities population and 80% of the emotionally impaired population – 7 of 10 suspensions are boys

1994 The New York Times, The Debilitating Malady Called Boyhood

Today the world is no longer safe for boys.  Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn surely would have been diagnosed with both conduct disorder and ADHD.  And both, perhaps, would have been put on Ritalin, the drug of choice for treating attention deficit disorder.

1995 The Myth of the A.D.D. Child, by Thomas Armstrong, Plume/Penguin

(Preface) “Through an aggressive public relations campaign, solid support from the medical community, and scores of well-meaning books and tapes for parents on helping “the A.D.D. child,” millions of parents and teachers have been enchanted into believing in the existence of a discrete psychiatric illness called “attention deficit disorder” that supposedly afflicts millions of American children.” (p. 31) “There have always been more boys than girls in programs for A.D.D. children, with ratios ranging from two to one (boys to girls) at the low end to ten to one at the high.”

1999 Raising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Life of Boys by Dan Kindon and Michael Thompson, Ballentine Press

Grade school (p. 21) is largely a feminine environment, populated predominantly by women teachers and authority figures, that seems rigged against boys, against the higher activity level and lower level of impulse control that is normal for boys.”

1999 Angry Young Men: How Parents, Teachers, and Counselors Can Help “Bad Boys” Become Good Men by Aaron Kipnis, Jossey-Bass

“Failure in reading (p. 55) tops the list of self-esteem busting events in school boys’ lives . . . about 70% of boys in juvenile institutions suffer from learning disabilities . . . 80% of all convicted felons are high school dropouts.”
1999  “I did not get a teaching certificate to work with first-grade boys who have ants in their pants and I don’t want to work with the upper grades either.”  Statement from a first-grade teacher in Muskegon County who was questioned by the ISD school psychologist as to why she made so many special education referrals.
2000 In Their Own Way: Discovering and Encouraging Your Child’s Multiple Intelligences, by Thomas Armstrong, Plume/Penguin

“On Saturday, April 6, 1963, a new disease was invented in Chicago, Illinois . . .” (describing the origin of Learning Disabilities) 

2001 Boys and Girls Learn Differently by Michael Gurrien and P. Henley, Jossey-Bass

“The highest increase in the use of (psychotropic) medication in the preschool and kindergarten age group is among boys; of medication used, nearly 70% is given to boys.”

2004 Taking Sex Differences Seriously by Steven Rhoads, Encounter Books

“Title IX began (p. 187) with noble intentions . . . It became a pernicious form of social engineering only when it became part of a numbers game and an ideological agenda . . . “

2004 Larry Schlack, “Ditching the Dismal D’s,” Michigan Association of School Boards

“Schools are from Venus, Boys are from Mars.”

2005 The Minds of Boys by Michael Gurian and Kathy Stevens

Our theory: we believe that boys are being educated today in a system – comprising schools, homes, communities – that is not well-enough briefed on . . . the male learning style . . . and teaching techniques that have been proven to work with boys.

2006 Newsweek Magazine, January 20 

Often boys are treated like defective girls -- 1st and 5th grade boys are 47% more likely to have disabilities such as emotional disturbances, learning problems or speech impediments.

2007 “Designed to teach girls, our schools promote failure for boys” -- Feb. 15, 2007 headline in the Chicago Sun Times
 2008 a January 9 email from a Kalamazoo County school administrator: “My wife and I had an interesting discussion this evening when I told her of our conversation (about disproportionality).  She is a speech and language therapist.  She often talks about the high number of boys she services.  She feel that boys’ (genetic) make up from pre-birth on causes them to have more issues with learning, especially with language-based learning, which is what schools are.  She feels boys are wired motorically – gross motor over fine motor – and schools don’t focus on these skills.  Schools don’t do activities in the younger grades to allow boys to work on the skills needed to begin reading and writing – expressive and receptive language.  Things like giving them more opportunities to do oral recitations to promote language as a precursor to reading.”
2009 New York Times, Dec. 12, 2009, Study Increases Prevalence of Autism Disorders  “Nearly 1 in 100 American 8-year-olds struggle with autism . . . Prevalence estimates for these disorders have increased. . . sharply in recent years (But another) study reported in October . . . based on a phone survey of 78,000 households, also found that almost 40 percent of the children who had received an autism spectrum diagnosis grew out of it or no longer had the diagnosis.”
