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DEFINITIONS

	Early childhood
	Special period of life from birth to age 8.

	Young children
	Children from birth to age 8.

	Infants (babies) and toddlers
	Children from birth to age 3.

	Preschoolers or prekindergartners 
	Children who are 3 and 4 years old, one or two years before kindergarten eligibility.

	Kindergarten
	First year of public schooling; in Michigan children who are 5 on or before December 1 are entitled to enter kindergarten that fall.

	Primary grades
	Grades 1-3, but sometimes kindergarten is included.

	Child care center
	Group classroom program for children from birth to age 14 – may include any or all programs for infants, toddlers, preschoolers, kindergartners, and before- and after-school programs; regulated by PA 116 of 1973.  May also be called preschool, prekindergarten, nursery school, day care center.

	Prekindergarten (PreK)
	Nationally, state-funded, high-quality preschool program for 4 year olds the year before kindergarten entry.  A few of the 42 states that offer programs serve 3 year olds as well.  Programs may be offered by public schools, private agencies, or a combination.  At this time, all state programs are “voluntary,” meaning that families may or may not choose to send their children to the programs.

	Michigan School Readiness Program (MSRP)
	Michigan’s targeted PreK program for 4 year olds at risk of school failure.  MSRP is a mixed-delivery program with services provided both by school districts and private agencies.

	Targeted PreK
	State PreK program for children defined as at risk by some criteria established by the state.

	Universal PreK
	State PreK program for all children who are age-eligible whose parents want them to attend.  

	Developmental kindergarten, Young 5s, Begindergarten
	First year of a two year planned kindergarten sequence; children are predetermined to be at risk of not succeeding in kindergarten and are assigned to an additional year before entering kindergarten.

	Compulsory education
	In Michigan, the requirement that children attend school from ages 6-16.  Five year olds do not have to attend school; therefore kindergarten is considered not compulsory in Michigan, and the truant officer cannot support children who have attendance problems.  

	Mandatory kindergarten
	School districts are required to provide kindergarten to age-eligible children.  In Michigan, five year olds are not required to attend school, but school districts must offer kindergarten programs to five year olds.  Therefore, in Michigan, kindergarten is mandatory (for school districts to offer), but not compulsory (for children to attend).  Once children do enroll in school, however, school districts have the right to determine their placement in any grade from K-12.

	Redshirting
	Practice of starting children in school a year after their age-eligibility; allowable only when compulsory attendance laws differ from the age at which schools must begin offering programs.

	Early Intervention Program
	Federal program under Part C of IDEIA to states to develop systems to identify and serve infants and toddlers (birth to age 3) and their families who have disabilities and developmental delays. 

	Early Intervening
	Under Part B of IDEIA, allowance to use federal special education dollars to prevent the need for special education services utilizing strategies in regular classrooms for children in grades K-3 who are struggling, primarily in learning to read.

	No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
	Latest reauthorization of the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act.

	Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA)
	Latest reauthorization of the federal special education funding law, including many state requirements.

	Early Childhood Standards of Quality (ECSQ)
	Document includes early learning expectations for children’s learning at a particular age, as well as high-quality program standards.  Early Childhood Standards of Quality for Prekindergarten (ECSQ-PK) is complete; a similar document for infants and toddlers is in process.


MDE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS and INITIATIVES

	Program
	Funding
	Activities

	0-3 Secondary Prevention
	State School Aid Act, Section 32c + DHS (TANF) +DCH budgets
	Collaborative interagency grants administered by the Children’s Trust Fund to local agencies to provide parenting support to families at risk of child abuse and neglect.

	Great Parents, Great Start
	State School Aid Act, Section 32j
	Grants to ISDs to provide information on parenting universally for parents of children birth to kindergarten entry and some targeted services to at-risk populations.

	Even Start Family Literacy Program
	NCLB, Title I, Part B (federal)
	Grants to a community agency + a school district to provide services to families including children birth through age 7 and parents who have not graduated from high school or who are functionally illiterate. Must include early childhood education, adult education, parenting education, and interactive adult-child literacy activities.

	Early On®
	IDEIA, Part C (federal) + many specific agency funds for services, including state and local special education funds
	Michigan’s Early Intervention System designed to be interagency and collaborative.

	Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE)
	IDEIA, Part B, Section 619 (federal) + state and local special education funding
	Classroom programs for 3-5 year olds with disabilities and developmental delays; programs are not regulated by PA 116.

	Michigan School Readiness Program (MSRP)
	State school aid act, Sections 32d and 37-40 (school district programs) and Section 32k (competitive agency programs)
	Michigan’s state-funded targeted PreK program for 4 year olds at risk of school failure.  Funds may be used for classroom programs, part-day or school-day, home-based programs, and/or parent education programs.  Two funding streams support MSRP.  School district funds are allocated by a formula based on need and capacity of districts; agency funds are distributed according to a competitive protocol.  Early Childhood Standards of Quality for Prekindergarten are required for MSRP.

	Early Childhood Investment Corporation (ECIC)
	Federal and private funds; collaborative with DHS as lead agency
	MDE early childhood staff are involved in the planning for the ECIC in many aspects to ensure that all education programs for young children are aligned with ECIC priorities.

	Child and Adult Care Food Program
	Federal Department of Agriculture funds
	Funds to provide meals and snacks to children in child care facilities.

	Reading First
	NCLB, Title I, Part A
	Federal program to provide support for reading instruction to low-income, low-achieving schools; competitive grants to eligible schools within eligible districts.  Statewide professional development in scientifically-based reading instruction for all K-3 and all special education teachers required.  Very specific federal requirements for how reading instruction is provided; state must provide this instruction to all teachers in these grades who teach reading.


LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

· Full and half day kindergarten programs – how does Michigan compare?
· Two year kindergarten sequences – what should school aid fund?
· Redshirting and compulsory education – should all children go to kindergarten?
· Consistency of federal and state reading initiatives – what can districts really do?
· Universal or targeted prekindergarten – how can we help all children be ready?
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