To:
Education Alliance Members

From: 
Jim Ballard, Chair

Date:  
August 11, 2005

RE:
Statement

Below is the statement agreed upon by every member, in attendance, at our Retreat.  Please remember it is not official until I have met with those three members not present.  I will try to meet with them on Monday.  After those meetings I will be in contact.

The Education Alliance of Michigan strongly supports a state required course of study to prepare students for postsecondary success and readiness for the world of work (for example: four years of grade-level English including literature, writing, reasoning, logic and communication skills; four years of math, including Algebra I and II, geometry, data analysis, and statistics; and increased rigor for science, social studies and other areas).

The state should develop high school standards that clearly describe the knowledge and skills and the level of rigor expected of required courses to ensure that educators and the public have a common understanding of what is essential for students to learn.  These standards should be aligned with the K-8 Grade Level Content Expectations and the knowledge and skills required for college and workplace success.

The Education Alliance of Michigan expresses a strong sense of urgency that an action plan be developed, which identifies the issues and timelines that should be addressed to develop the required course of study.  

The Education Alliance of Michigan is a coalition of the leading parent, business and education associations in Michigan.  It is committed to enhancing student achievement by working cooperatively to remove the obstacles to student success.  The Education Alliance provides a forum to exchange ideas and develop education policy that will improve the design and delivery of education at all levels from infancy through adulthood.  By bringing together leaders and stakeholders from a broad range of interest groups, the Alliance is able to provide a unified approach to education issues.  Success of the Alliance is dependent on the ability of its members to reach consensus on education issues, so members can provide leadership to their individual constituencies as well as political leaders and the public.

