State Board approves increased high school graduation requirements
At its December 13 meeting, the Michigan State Board of Education voted to approve Mike Flanagan’s recommendations for a mandated high school curriculum. The State Board's requirements mirror those presented in November by Flanagan, with the addition of the two credits of world languages, and the expectation that technology, including assistive technology devices and services, will be infused in the delivery of the new requirements.
 
Pending Legislative support, the Michigan Merit Core will require a total of 18 credits starting with the class of 2010 (4 English Language Arts, 4 Math, 3 Science, 3 Social Science, 1 Health/Physical Education, 1 Fine Arts [now changed to Visual and Performing Arts] and the addition of 2 world language credits).  
 
Students will also be required to participate in elective courses that reflect the teaching and learning of “21st Century Skills” (Global Literacy, Civic Literacy, Financial, Economic, and Entrepreneurial Literacy, Information and Communications Technology Literacy, Learning Skills and Accelerated Learning). 
 
Students must also participate in the Michigan Merit Exam or MI-Access in the spring of their junior year and must complete an online credit or noncredit course or learning experience.
 
The motion to adopt the curriculum plan included language encouraging the legislature and Governor to develop and support complimentary statutory language.
To read more about this MDE and State Board initiative, visit http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-38924---,00.html.
