STATE BOARD VOTES TO CHANGE SUB-GROUP SIZE
The State Board of Education voted (7-0) at its December 13 meeting to ask the U.S. Department of Education to modify Michigan’s NCLB Accountability Workbook. The modification most watched by MASA members was the request to change our State’s designation of sub-group or “n” size. They accepted a proposal to revise Michigan’s minimum group size from a thirty (30) to a thirty-plus-10% of the total of number of students tested, with a cap of 150 on the minimum group size for very large schools.
Specifically, the Board voted to request the U.S. Department of Education to amend Michigan's NCLB Accountability Workbook:
1. To continue to assign a single AYP determination separately for elementary, middle, and high schools respectively, but base this determination on a combination of separate AYP targets for each grade level in a school. 

2. To amend the minimum group size for Michigan from thirty (30) to thirtv-plus-l0%-of-total-students-tested, with a cap of 150, and with the exception of small schools where special rules would apply, described in the superintendent's memo dated December 1, 2005. 

3. To maintain the high school graduation rate target of 80% until such future date as Michigan finishes the development of a longitudinal data system that would enable a cohort of students to be tracked through high school. 

You can read more detail by visiting the MDE Web site at www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-5373_16595---,00.html#December2005. Open the December 2005 agenda, and then click on Item N to get the appropriate memo and recommendations.
These recommendations will now be submitted to the U.S. Dept of Education where they await approval.
