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Resolution urges voters to support candidates who stand up for children

In an unprecedented move by the Muskegon County School Boards’ Association and the Muskegon Area Public School Superintendents’ Association, all twelve Muskegon County School Boards and the Muskegon Area Intermediate School District Board of Education are considering a resolution that outlines the specific stand legislators must take to truly be a supporter of public education for all children.  Members of both organizations have been frustrated by the lack of support given to children served by the neighborhood public schools.  They want to urge voters to learn as much as possible about the actions candidates plan to take once in office.  Wanda Lee Suits, President of the Muskegon County School Boards’ Association, said, “Voters need to ask candidates specific questions about their education policy.  What we are doing at a local district level is urging them to examine the backgrounds of each candidate in light of their commitment to public education.”

The resolution asks citizens to vote for candidates who will:

· Advocate for the needs of preschool children.

· Fully fund programs for special education and at risk students.

· Support legislation that will enhance the ability of neighborhood public schools to deliver high

quality services.

· Vote to annually increase the foundation allowance to at least keep pace with the cost of living.

· Increase oversight and accountability for public school academies (charter schools) that are equal to


those already in place in traditional public schools before raising the cap.  

· Approve legislation that will support Michigan’s commitment to local control.

· Halt bureaucratic requirements and unfunded mandates.

The local district boards of education are expected to review the resolution at their next regular school board meeting.
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