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October 5, 2004

School budget crisis hits home with 350 lost jobs; Legislators pledge to help

More than half of Muskegon County’s school districts have been forced to increase class size, reduce instructional supply budgets, and defer needed facility maintenance and repairs in classrooms and buildings.  Five districts in the county reduced the number of instructional school days, delayed the purchase of needed textbooks and technology, and cut professional training for classroom staff.   

These are just a few statistics gathered in a recent MAISD survey of all twelve public school districts in Muskegon County.  Since 2002, the total number of Muskegon County public school employees has been reduced by nearly 350.  This means over 100 jobs have been eliminated in each of the past three school years.  Countywide over 200 school employees have had their hours reduced, while 27 positions have been left unfilled.  Over the past three school years, every district in Muskegon County has laid off employees, many of them teachers.  This year 43 teachers were among the 100 area-wide employees who lost their jobs.  

Last week superintendents and school board leaders met with incumbent legislators and their November challengers to share the survey results and implore them to take immediate action to make funding of public education a priority in Michigan.  Incumbents and challengers were also asked to consider and comment on the following Stand Up For Children Pledge of Support drafted by local superintendents and school board leaders: 

I promise to be a vocal advocate for the children of Muskegon County and will take action to make education a funding priority.  I will stand up for all children by working to:

· Advocate for the needs of preschool children

· Fully fund programs for special education and at risk students

· Support legislation that will enhance the ability of neighborhood public schools to deliver high quality services

· Vote to annually increase the foundation allowance to at least keep pace with the cost of living

· Increase oversight and accountability for public school academies (charter schools) that are equal to those already in place in traditional public schools before raising the cap

· Approve legislation that will support Michigan’s commitment to local control and 

· Halt bureaucratic requirements and unfunded mandates.

Every candidate and current legislator signed the Stand Up For Children Pledge of Support including:  91st House District Representative David Farhat (R) and candidate Nancy Frye (D), 92nd House District candidate Doug Bennett (D) and Robert Cutler (R), and District 34 State Senator Gerald VanWoerkom (R).  
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