NORTHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL — GRADUATION SPEECH

June 2, 2007 — 7 p.m.

Compuware Arena

To the 2007 Graduating Class of Northville High School:


Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, members of the Class of 2007, I am honored to be a part of this evening’s significant occasion and to share with you in this celebration of your graduation.  Class of 2007, we are all very proud of you.  Thinking about where you will go, what you will see and what you will learn, makes each of us — your parents, teachers, administrators, staff and board of education members — excited and proud.

From  A to Z — Ashley Abbruzzi (pronounced “a broozie) to Kyle Ziomek (Zow mekk) — I have watched a significant number of you during the past four years perform in plays, band and choir concerts, athletic contests, art shows, school board presentations, high school meetings, community service projects and other general efforts to help your fellow man.  In fact, I’ve seen many of you at the Early Childhood Program when some came up to visit my office (if you were in the Main Street School Early Childhood Program) and if I had the opportunity to read to you during March—“March is Reading Month” in one of our elementary buildings.  Through all these activities, you have set new standards of achievement for other classes to emulate.  You have added to the excellence that is the Northville Public Schools.

You are the 138th Graduating Class of Northville Public Schools.  The first class graduated in 1869 and consisted of just one class member, Ms. Alice Beal, a Northville pioneer and leader.  Over the past four years, you have had many great experiences at the high school; and we have experienced many exciting situations in our community, our state, our country and our world.  We do, indeed, “Live in Interesting Times.”  This quote also appropriately defines the high school years for this graduating class.
What you have accomplished in your academic careers has been nothing short of amazing.  We have watched you become the outstanding young people you are today.  But now is not the time to rest on your laurels.  You still have much to do, so much to learn, so much to give.  Beginning tomorrow, you will take the first steps in your new journey—one that will help to define how you will make a difference in the world.  Many of you will pursue careers or training that will lead to your chosen careers. Others will enter the working world right away.  Regardless, it’s not so much about the type of work you choose to do as much as the passion and dedication you bring to the job each and every day.  

When I thought about what advice I could share with you, I was struck by a significant number of Graduation messages and steps to a successful career written by many noted authors—but I was most impressed with the comments found from the writings of Thomas Freidman in his 2005 address at Williams College.  He is also the noted New York Times reporter and author of “The World is Flat.”  Taking from his writings, I want to share 6 points that are worthy lessons.
Lesson Number One:  Do what you Love.  This is no longer warm, gooey career advice, but it is actually a hard-headed survival strategy in a flat world.  As we automate more jobs with computers and transmit work to anywhere in the world where it can be done cheaper, the boring repetitive jobs will no longer exist.  The good jobs that remain will be those that demand some uniquely human flare, passion and imagination.  In other words, jobs can only be done by people who love what they do.  

Lesson Number Two:  Be a good Listener.  This is one of the great keys to life.  Never under-estimate how much people want to feel that they have been heard.  Once you have given them a chance, they will hear you.

Lesson Number Three:  The most enduring skill you can bring to the workplace or to your university career is the “ability to learn how to learn.”  In effect---being a Life-Long Learner.  Jobs are going to change faster and faster.  You will need to constantly re-tool yourself.

Lesson Number Four:  Don’t get carried away with gadgets.  The Internet, Google, mp3s, IPods, laptops, PDAs, etc., might extend your reach but they will never tell you what to say to a neighbor over a fence, how to comfort a friend or family member in need, or how to imagine a break through in science or literature.  You cannot download passion, imagination, zest and creativity.  You have to upload it the old fashion way—with Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Travel, Study, Reflection and Human Interaction.  

Lesson Number Five:  Always remember there is a difference between skepticism and cynicism.  Skepticism is about asking questions, being dubious, not being gullible, but always being open to being persuaded of a new fact or angle.  Cynicism is about already having the answers—or thinking you do!  The skeptics say “I don’t think that’s true, I’m going to check it out.”  The cynics say “I know that’s not true—it couldn’t be…I’m going to slam him/her!”  

Lesson Number Six:  Call your Mother and Father.  For me, one of the most searing stories of 9/11 where the tales of all those people who managed to use a cell phone to call their loved ones to say a “last good bye” from a hijacked airplane or a burning tower.  Think of the hundreds of others who never had the chance to say “good bye” or say a final “I love you.”  Your parents love you more than you will ever know.  So if you take one lesson away from this talk, take this one!  Call your Mother and Father regularly.  You will always be glad you did.

Concluding this part of my presentation, I leave you with some wit and wisdom attributed to Mark Twain:  “Always work like you don’t need the money.  Always dance like nobody is watching.  And Always, Always, live like it’s heaven on earth.”

This evening we continue a tradition of selecting one student to receive the (2007) Superintendent’s Award.  This recognition goes to a graduating senior who has achieved success in the face of many life-altering events and setbacks.  I am pleased to present this award to an individual who exemplifies and embodies the spirit of this award.  

This 2007 graduate has 

· Undergone 7 surgeries in her 4 years at NHS.
· Lives in constant pain which, in addition to her surgeries, has caused her to miss a great deal of school.  However, because she is so highly motivated, she has done well academically.
· Has maintained a 3.6 GPA while taking AP Art, Honors English 9 and 10, and 4 years of German.

· Is a member of the Foreign Language Honors Society for German.

· Received Art awards, Scholastic Gold Key Award for Photo Portfolio, Scholastic individual awards for Digital Photograph—Silver & Bronze Keys, special recognition from NHS Art Department and recognition from the Northville Arts Commission.  She is one of only 4 students to complete her AP Art portfolio, which must contain at least 30 pieces of original art (college level).

· She has been successful due to her own initiatives and support of her teachers.

· She has tried to help and support others that are dealing with problems similar to hers.

· She has worked with an organization called Audrey’s Umbrella that helps people with brain tumors.

· She has written letters to a 17-year young woman attempting to help her deal with her illness.  She counsels others that have the same condition she has (Multiple Familial Extosioses).


The strength of her will and her spirit has been magnified during her Northville High School career.  She is worthy of this special honor.  Graduating Class of 2007, ladies and gentlemen, please help me in honoring Amanda Getschman as the 2007 Superintendent Award recipient.  Mandy, please join me here to receive your award!

To the Class of 2007, as you leave the ceremony this evening on the path to your personal future, you have become a part of a great tradition, which is Northville High School.  Remember all who have played a part in your achievement — your parents, grandparents, teachers, administrators and this entire community.  Remember you have the power to do great things.  You have the power to change the course of history through character, generosity, intelligent decision-making and creative acts of humanity.  HAVE OPTIMISM!  We are proud of each and every one of you, and we share in your happiness this evening.  Good luck and May God bless you.
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