How Superintendents can use SchoolMatters

At SchoolMatters, you can look at both spending and student performance in demographic context, in order to understand how your school district's "return" on resources compares with that of other school districts. 

How is your school district doing?
On your school district homepage, you can find information about your school district's test scores, spending levels, and community characteristics. You can compare your school district's performance with state and county averages, or with a group of school districts you create yourself. These benchmarks allow you to assess progress, identify trends, and monitor changes in your school district's performance over time. 

How does your school district compare to others?
Knowing how your school district is performing compared to others is useful when formulating strategic plans. The Better Performers comparison tool can support your efforts to find ideas for improving performance, by locating better performing schools and school districts with demographic characteristics similar to your own. Using the Compare Districts tool, you can create a one-page, side-by-side comparison of your school district with up to four other school districts in your state on key indicators of student performance, community demographics, enrollment information, and spending allocations. 

Look at How Others are Using Their Resources
You can also use the SchoolMatters Advanced Search tool to locate more successful school districts with similar or lower spending levels. For example, suppose you want to find school districts with a higher return on spending. Using the Advanced Search tool, you can identify school districts with low spending and high student performance. You can then use the website to drill down into the data to see how those high return school districts allocate their funds and then use this information to review your spending decision. In addition, you see where you might be able to reallocate non-instructional resources to the classroom. 

Putting it all Together
As you review the strengths and challenges at work in your school district, you can develop a plan that addresses your goals for the year. You can use the data provided by SchoolMatters to help shape meeting agendas, keep your team focused on common objectives, and measure progress consistently. 

Do you have a SchoolMatters success story you would like to share? Please email us at schoolmatters@sandp.com. 

