January 15, 2008

Dear Audio Journal subscriber,

By now you should have received your first five executive briefing CD for 2007-08.* The informal feedback we are receiving indicates high levels of satisfaction with the service, so we hope you are enjoying the CDs and web resources. 

We wanted to share a few updates and reminders with you as we move into 2008. The biggest news is that we are able to release 100 additional free subscriptions to our members. Funds for these no-cost subscriptions have been made available from a generous E2T2 (technology integration) grant from the Michigan Department of Education (MDE).
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 How does the new MDE grant affect me? 
1. If you currently subscribe at your own cost, you will be first in line to receive one of the E2T2 subscriptions at no cost for the rest of this year, with a potential additional year. Contact Linda Wacyk at 517-327-9268 or lwacyk@gomasa.org to find out how you can get refunded by MASA. 

2. If you currently qualify for the free subscriptions through Leading the Future, you will be eligible to receive some additional benefits:

a. One additional free year of membership, provided you can show that you are using the CDs and accessing the online quizzes and resources at Audio Education (see below). 

b. If your district includes high priority schools, please let us know. Participating high-priority school administrators will be eligible for additional support and technology tools through the E2T2 grant. 
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 Audio Education Online

If you have missed some CDs or if you have not found time to visit Audio Education online, it’s not too late to access the September-December resources (and there are plenty!) Just click on “Archives” in the menu once you’ve registered (free) for the site. Registration is easy, but it does involve two steps.

2) Register for access to the web content (including audio files for each month’s interview). As simple as choosing a login identity, and completing a short information sheet.

3) Register to take the online quizzes. This is optional, but does allow you to track your participation for SB-CEUs (see below). Again, this takes literally less than one minute.
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 Are you earning SB-CEUs for Audio Journal?
Don’t forget--the Michigan Department of Education has approved up to 1.3 hours of State Board Continuing Education Units (SB-CEUs) for Audio Journal participants. To qualify, just go to the Audio Education web site and click on the evaluation for each month or click on this link: http://www.audioed-online.com/newquiz/quiz.asp?quiz=26 Answer all five questions and your quiz will automatically be sent back to you and stored on the Audio Education database, for future reference, You can access your scores anytime by calling Audio Education at 847-298-0511. In June, you will receive a letter and a certificate detailing your participation for the 2007-08 year. 
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 We love to hear from you!
As always, your feedback is welcome on this or any other MASA service. If you have questions on subscriptions, SB-CEUs or Professional Learning Communities, contact MASA at 517-327-9268 or lwacyk@gomasa.org. 

For technical information and help with content and evaluations, check the Audio Education FAQ page or call 847-298-0511. 

*If you have confirmed with your support staff that you have NOT received your CD (which comes via U.S. Mail in a white 5x7 envelope), contact James Cizek at Audio Education, 847-298-0511 to make sure your name appears in his records. 

For your review, and to encourage others to join:
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 What is the Audio Journal?
The Audio Journal is a monthly "executive briefing" on CD and as streaming audio on the Internet at www.audioed-online.com. It is published from September through May each year and each issue is 80 to 90 minutes in length. There is a main interview, about 45 minutes long with updates, briefing items, summaries of four or five recent journal articles and 10 to 15 minute excerpt of a major keynote presentation. The total time per year, for professional development purposes is 13 to 14 hours. 
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 Who will subscribers hear during 2007-08?

This year’s Audio Journal line-up features some of the biggest names in education and leadership. 
· Ian Jukes - digital kids
· Diane Paynter or Bob Marzano "what works in schools"; 
· Bob Herbold (former CFO of Microsoft and author of the book Seduced by Success
· Gary Marx, Transformational leadership

· Dr. Robert Putnam – author of the book, Bowling Alone
· Todd Whitaker - dealing with difficult teachers
· Charlotte Danielson, curriculum
· Doug Reeves, our own MASA Fall Conference speaker
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What is included in the web site?
The web site serves as both a platform and resource. For those who receive the Audio Journal on CD, the web site contains verbatim transcripts of all major interviews, excerpts of books discussed, relevant links and additional materials, much of which is exclusive to the Audio Journal. The web site offers "just-in-time" resources to compliment and expand the topics discussed on the CDs. Plus, once you register at the Audio Education website, you will receive monthly email updates when new content is posted at www.audioed-online.com.
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 What does Audio Journal cost?

Through a special partnership, MASA can offer the Audio Journal to members for $100/year (a 48% savings over the regular price of $190). In addition, thanks to partnerships with Leading the Future and MDE, we are able to offer up to 200 subscriptions at no cost. See MASA staff for more details.

